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ACTIVITY CALENDAR 

 
Activity Date 

Field Test Olympus OM-D E-M1X Camera with NSS Bird Group 2 Mar  

Nature in the Heartland Exhibition at Sengkang 5 – 17 Mar 

Walk the Talk Event 8 Mar 

Ramble “Litter Free” - Dairy Farm Nature Park Route 1 16 Mar 

Birdwatching at Lorong Halus 16 Mar 

Birdwatching at Kranji Marshes 17 Mar 

Horseshoe Crab Rescue & Research Programme 17 Mar 

Insect Walk at Windsor Nature Park 23 Mar 

34th Annual Bird Census 24 Mar 

Ramble “Limitation” - Dairy Farm Nature Park Route 2 30 Mar 

Mangroves cum Coastal Clean-up at Ubin (RUM Initiative) 30 Mar 

Butterfly Walk at Telok Blangah Hill & Mount Faber 6 Apr 

Volunteers Needed: Asia Dive Expo 2019 12 – 14 Apr 

Coastal Clean-up at Kranji Mudflats 13 Apr 

NSS Kid’s Fun with the Shorebirds of Sungei Buloh 13 Apr 

Kayaking Sungei Simpang 19 Apr 

Horseshoe Crab Rescue & Research Programme 20 Apr 

Birdwatching at Sungei Buloh Wetlands Reserve 21 Apr 

Talk: Why Conservation Matters (Even If Animals Don't Matter to You) 24 Apr 

Straw-headed Bulbul Conservation Planning Workshop 4 May 

NSS 65th Annual General Meeting 25 May 

Volunteers Needed: Festival of Biodiversity 2019 25 – 26 May 

Nature Walk at Bukit Brown Cemetery 8 Jun 

 
 

TRIPS LED BY NSS MEMBERS 
 

Activity Date 

1D Gunung Lambak Johor, Malaysia - Ramble “Doorway to Nature” 27 Apr 

4D/3N Lombok & Bali Shark Conservation and Adventure Trip 31 Aug – 3 Sep 
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MARCH 
 
2 Mar ’19, Saturday 
Field Test Olympus OM-D E-M1X Camera with NSS Bird Group 
Calling all bird photographers! Grab the chance to field test the new Pro wildlife and birding Olympus OM-D E-
M1X paired with the 300mm F4 Pro lens at the Satay by the Bay on 2nd Saturday March 2019. Be the first to try 
out the 7.5 stops IS feature. This event is put together by Olympus Singapore and the Bird Group of the Nature 
Society (Singapore). Time: 8am to 12pm. Venue: Satay by the Bay. Max. No. of Participants: 20 pax. To register, 
please email Kerry at kerry@nss.org,sg with your name, phone and membership number. Participation is on a 
first come first serve basis. A confirmation email will be sent to you if your registration accepted. Please bring 
your own High Speed SD card to optimise your shooting experience. Members only. 
 
5 Mar ’19 – 17 Mar ’19, Tuesday to Sunday 
Nature in the Heartland Exhibition at Sengkang 
NSS will be having a community exhibition to raise awareness and appreciation for our natural heritage in 
Singapore. The exhibition will showcase a range of local biodiversity, their beauty and importance. There will be 
games and other children's activities on weekends. Empty field beside Sengkang MRT station. Time: 4pm to 9pm 
(weekdays), 1pm to 9pm (weekends). Open to the public. 
 
8 Mar ’19, Friday 
Walk the Talk Event 
The Walk the Talk event involves a talk by Nature Society (Singapore)'s Tony O'Dempsey followed by a night 
walk about the Bukit Batok Nature Park where we hope to view the creatures of the night. The talk will discuss 
general conservation issues and state of play in Singapore and will include an introduction to some of our 
interesting and rare fauna. Afterwards, the group will adjourn to the Bukit Batok Nature park for a leisurely night 
walk led by Mr. Tony O'Dempsey. We expect to see a variety of our elusive nocturnal native fauna including 
Colugo, Flying Squirrels, and Civets. Max: 30 pax. Venue: St. Mary’s of the Angels Church. Register your 
attendance at: https://tinyurl.com/nssactivity. For enquiries, please contact Kerry at kerry@nss.org.sg. More 
details will be emailed to the participants 1 week before the date. Open to the public. 
  
16 Mar ’19, Saturday 
Ramble “Litter Free” - Dairy Farm Nature Park Route 1 
Dairy Farm Nature Park is a rustic environment with multiple trails for hiking, walking, jogging and biking, the 
63-hectare DFNP offers a host of recreational activities and amenities such as a nature trail and former quarry. 
This park also offers an well documented information centre as in Wallace Education Centre which is also the 
main attraction and, Singapore’s first field study hub for schools. Formerly a cow shed, the Wallace Education 
Centre now houses the Wallace Environmental Learning Lab (WELL), as well as an interpretative centre, where 
visitors can learn about the changing landscapes of Dairy Farm and Bukit Timah Nature Reserve through various 
exhibits. As it no longer functions as a dairy farm, there aren’t any real cows at Dairy Farm Nature Park. Nearby 
is the Wallace Trail which is named after Alfred Wallace to honour his contributions to natural science. A 
contemporary of Charles Darwin, Wallace is the other "father" behind the theory of evolution. In 1854, Wallace 
stopped over in Singapore during his journey to the Malay Archipelago, and collected many species of beetles 
in the vicinity of the Dairy Farm site. Meet at Dairy Farm Nature Park at Car Park B. Time: 8.30am to 1.30pm. 
Ramble terrain: Easy to Difficult. Participants are required to be medically fit and healthy. Not Suitable for 
children below 14 years old. Please bring 1.5 litres of water, poncho, walking stick/trekking pole, and proper 
walking or trekking shoes. Members only. 
 
16 Mar ’19, Saturday 
Birdwatching at Lorong Halus 
Although a former rubbish dump, a good range of bird species such as the Little Grebe, Baya Weaver, Long-tailed 
Shrike, Yellow-bellied Prinia and various Munias have made Lorong Halus their home.  PUB created Lorong Halus 
Wetland in 2011 to purify water flowing through this area.  Join us to enjoy the sights and sounds of nature at 
Lorong Halus.  Time: 7.30 am to 10.30 am.  From Punggol MRT station, transfer to the LRT and alight at Riviera 
station.  Meet Jimmy Lee (jmlee7890@gmail.com) beside Fat Po Restaurant at Tebing Lane.  Please register by 
emailing Lee Ee Ling (ellee1584@gmail.com) by 10 March.  Registration is subject to confirmation.  Max: 30 
pax.  Open to the public. 
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17 Mar ’19, Sunday 
Birdwatching at Kranji Marshes 
This walk is offered in collaboration with Nparks.  Join Yap Wee Jin in exploring Kranji Marshes’ paths and hides 
for excellent views across the freshwater marshes.  Birding highlights here include the Red-wattled Lapwing, 
Purple Swamphen, Common Moorhen, Yellow Bittern, White-browed Crake, Changeable Hawk Eagle and Grey-
headed Fish Eagle.  Time: 7.30 am to 10.30 am.  Please register with Lee Ee Ling (ellee1584@gmail.com/HP: 
96935870). Closing Date: 10 March.  Max: 24 pax.  Registrations are subject to email confirmation.  The walk is 
free but participants need to cover transport cost at $10 per person ($12 per person if payment is via PayPal).  A 
hired bus will ferry us from the meeting point at Sungei Buloh Wetland Centre Visitor Centre (60 Kranji Way) to 
the starting point at Turut Track.  Please send your cheque addressed to ‘Nature Society (Singapore)’ to the NSS 
Office or fund transfer to DBS a/c: 0339023574.  Payment should be made only after confirmation.  Open to the 
public. 
 
17 Mar ’19, Sunday 
Horseshoe Crab Rescue & Research Programme 
Horseshoe Crabs (HSC) are in decline globally due to habitat loss, poaching and overfishing. NSS aims to 
continually monitor our local HSC population to ensure that they stay around for generations to come. If you 
want to be a part of this important mission to rescue and study the HSC at Mandai Mudflats, please register 
individually at https://tinyurl.com/nsshorseshoecrab. Registration will open on 25th February. Time: 1.00pm to 
3.00pm. For queries, please contact Lester at hscrr.nss@gmail.com. Do bring along your cap, boots/booties, 
sunblock, repellent, and plentiful drinking water. Washing facilities are not available. Details will be emailed 7 
days before the programme date. Children with parent supervision are welcome to attend. Open to the public.  
 
23 Mar ’19, Saturday 
Insect Walk at Windsor Nature Park 
Join Sean Yap and Robin Ngiam from the Entomological Network of Singapore (ENSING) for a walk at Windsor 
Nature Park to observe various insects such as beetles and dragonflies in their natural habitats.  Meet at 9am at 
Venus drive carpark around the entrance to the park, which is where the walk trail begins.  Bring along water, 
good walking shoes and appropriate walking attire. Max: 20 pax.  For registration or queries, please contact Amy 
Tsang (Hp No.: 98175549). Members only. 
 
24 Mar ’19, Sunday 
34th Annual Bird Census 
At the first Annual Bird Census (ABC) in 1986, we recorded nearly 6,000 birds from 129 species.  However trends 
for abundance and diversity have shown declines.  Such data have helped NSS in our conservation proposals, in 
assessing the state of our natural habitats and in mapping out population trends.  Building on this legacy, the 
34th ABC will take place at many important bird areas.  We invite volunteers with birdwatching experience to 
join us in counting birds.  Help a site leader near your home or anywhere else.  Time: 7.30am to 10.30am.  Please 
register with Lim Kim Seng (ibisbill@yahoo.com) or Lee Ee Ling (ellee1584@gmail.com) before 14 March to 
secure your preferred site.  Late registrants will not be assigned to a site.  Open to the public. 
 
30 Mar ’19, Saturday 
Ramble “Limitation” - Dairy Farm Nature Park Route 2 
Dairy Farm Nature Park is a rustic environment with multiple trails for hiking, walking, jogging and biking, the 
63-hectare DFNP offers a host of recreational activities and amenities such as a nature trail and former quarry. 
This park also offers an well documented information centre as in Wallace Education Centre which is also the 
main attraction and, Singapore’s first field study hub for schools. Formerly a cow shed, the Wallace Education 
Centre now houses the Wallace Environmental Learning Lab (WELL), as well as an interpretative centre, where 
visitors can learn about the changing landscapes of Dairy Farm and Bukit Timah Nature Reserve through various 
exhibits. As it no longer functions as a dairy farm, there aren’t any real cows at Dairy Farm Nature Park. Nearby 
is the Wallace Trail which is named after Alfred Wallace to honour his contributions to natural science. A 
contemporary of Charles Darwin, Wallace is the other "father" behind the theory of evolution. In 1854, Wallace 
stopped over in Singapore during his journey to the Malay Archipelago, and collected many species of beetles 
in the vicinity of the Dairy Farm site. Meet at Dairy Farm Nature Park at Car Park B. Time: 8.30am to 2.30pm. 
Ramble terrain: Easy to Difficult. Participants are required to be medically fit and healthy. Not suitable for 
children below 14 years old. Please bring 1.5 litres of water, poncho, walking stick/trekking pole, and proper 
walking or trekking shoes. Members only. 
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30 Mar ’19, Saturday 
Mangroves cum Coastal Clean-up at Ubin (RUM Initiative) 
Pulau Ubin is designated as an Important Bird and Biodiversity Area. In line with the Restore Ubin Mangroves 
(RUM) initiative, join us as we remove abandoned drift nets and marine debris that choke up Ubin’s coastline. 
This prepares the selected sites for scientific surveys and RUM restoration works. It ensures that our wildlife 
have the proper environment to thrive. Time: 1.00pm to 4.00pm. Please register at 
http://tinyurl.com/ubinrum30mar2019. Registration will be opened 2 weeks prior to actual event date. Max. 
no. of participants: 24 pax. Details will be emailed to registered volunteers 3 – 4 days prior to event. Meet at 
Changi Point Ferry Terminal. For enquiries, contact Lisa at nssmcg@gmail.com. Open to the public. 
 
 

APRIL 
 
6 Apr ’19, Saturday 
Butterfly Walk at Telok Blangah Hill & Mount Faber 
The Telok Blangah Hill Park and Mount Faber Park are part of the Southern Ridges. Both sites are accessible by 
Telok Blangah Green Rd, off Henderson Road in Bukit Merah. With an elevation of approximately 106 metres 
(or 344 ft), the hills are charming spots showing cultivated greenery and matured secondary forest. Over the 
years, some lovely Lycaenides have been sighted on the hills. They include Ambon Onyx, Felder's Royal, Malayan 
Plum Judy, Scarce Silver Streak, Acacia Blue.  Other butterflies encountered have also been a few rare ones like 
the Courtesan (Nymphalidae family) and Hieroglyphic Flat (Hesperiidae family), besides more common ones like 
the Painted Jezebel, Plain Nawab, Common Grass Yellow. Meet at the small garden spot between Carpark 1 and 
2 on Telok Blangah Hill Park at 9am. Have comfortable walking shoes, hat and water. For queries, please contact 
Amy Tsang (Hp. No.: 98175549). Open to members and their friends. 
 
12 Apr ’19 – 14 Apr ’19, Friday to Sunday 
Volunteers Needed: Asia Dive Expo 2019 
ADEX (Asia Dive Expo) is the longest running and largest dive expo in Asia celebrating its 24th year in 2019. 
Volunteers are needed by the Marine Conservation Group to share various conservation issues and activities 
concerning our marine life at the booth. You will be scheduled according to the shift of your preference and be 
briefed prior to the event. Please register at http://www.tinyurl.com/adexnss. Confirmation details will be 
emailed to all registrants. Closing Date: 8 April, Mon. Venue: Halls 401 – 405, Suntec Convention & Exhibition 
Centre Singapore. Time: 10am to 7pm daily. For queries, please contact Lester at hscrr.nss@gmail.com. Open to 
the public. 
 
13 Apr ’19, Saturday 
Coastal Clean-up at Kranji Mudflats 
Join us to clean up Kranji Mudflats to benefit the wildlife that thrives there. Designated as a Key Biodiversity 
Area, this coastline is a key habitat for horseshoe crabs and an important feeding site for wading birds. Please 
register at http://tinyurl.com/nsscoastalcleanup. Registration will open on 14 March. Closing Date: Monday, 1 
Apr ’19. Details will be emailed upon successful registration. For enquiries, contact Bryan at nssccu@gmail.com. 
Time: 8am to 10am. Open to the public. 
 
13 Apr ’19, Saturday 
NSS Kid’s Fun with the Shorebirds of Sungei Buloh 
Join Ding Li as we bid adieu to the shorebirds of Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve before they embark on a long 
flight back to Siberia, Japan or China where they will raise a new brood. Listen to their soothing twitter and 
watch them fuel up in mixed flocks which could hold Pacific Golden Plovers, Common Greenshanks, Common 
Redshanks, Whimbrels and more. Time: 8 am to 10 am. Please register your children (4 to 12 years old) at 
http://tinyurl.com/nsskidsevent by 5 April 2019. Cost: $2 (member) / $10 (non-member) per child. Fees will be 
collected on the spot. Parents, caregivers and older siblings are encouraged to join in at no charge. Confirmation 
details will be emailed after the closing date. For enquiries, contact Gloria at gloria_seow@yahoo.com. Open to 
the public.   
 
19 Apr ’19, Friday 
Kayaking Sungei Simpang 
Embark on a leisurely paddle in one of the last riverine mangroves on our shores. If you have never kayaked before, 
this would be a good introduction. Participants will learn about the giant fig, snails, Rubik cubes, lobsters, and why 
there are plenty of babies in the mangroves. Be inspired by the beauty and brains of this riverine system. Payment 
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can be made via online banking, cheque, and bank transfer. Payment details will be emailed to you upon registering 
for the activity. Min. age to participate: 8 years old. Children between 8 to 12 years old must be accompanied by 
one parent (no guardians) in the same kayak. Time: 7.45am to 11.30am. Min./Max. No. of Participants: 18/28 
pax. Please register at http://tinyurl.com/kayaksimpang. Members will be given priority. Activity details will only 
be emailed to you upon successful registration and payment. Closing Date: Monday, 1 Apr ’19. For enquiries, please 
contact Say Chong at nsskayaking@gmail.com. Cost: $85 (member) / $110 (non-member) / $50 (under 12 years 
old). Open to the public. 
 
20 Apr ’19, Saturday 
Horseshoe Crab Rescue & Research Programme 
Horseshoe Crabs (HSC) are in decline globally due to habitat loss, poaching and overfishing. NSS aims to 
continually monitor our local HSC population to ensure that they stay around for generations to come. If you 
want to be a part of this important mission to rescue and study the HSC at Mandai Mudflats, please register 
individually at https://tinyurl.com/nsshorseshoecrab. Registration will open on 24th March. Time: 4.00pm to 
7.00pm. For queries, please contact Lester at hscrr.nss@gmail.com. Do bring along your cap, boots/booties, 
sunblock, repellent, and plentiful drinking water. Washing facilities are not available. Details will be emailed 7 
days before the programme date. Children with parent supervision are welcome to attend. Open to the public.    
 
21 Apr ’19, Sunday 
Birdwatching at Sungei Buloh Wetlands Reserve 
Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve is the best place to watching visiting waders during the migratory season, and a 
good site to observe a wide range of resident bird species.  Time: 7.30am to 10.30am.  Meet Kenneth Kee at 
7.30 am the visitor counter of Sungei Buloh Wetland Centre at Neo Tiew Crescent.  Members only. 
 
24 Apr ’19, Wednesday 
Talk: Why Conservation Matters (Even If Animals Don't Matter to You) 
Modern medicine has been with us roughly one hundred years, but evolution has been at work since life began 
3.5 billion years ago. Every time we lose a species, we lose something that may affect or potentially benefit us. 
Even if animals and wild spaces don’t appeal to you, their preservation absolutely should. There will be two 
thrusts in Peter Allison’s talk. Firstly, how you can be a conservationist and have fun at the same time. Secondly, 
why conservation matters even if you aren’t interested in animals with a focus around discoveries that are still 
being made about animals that can have medical or material benefits for us. Examples include the incredible 
work being done on how elephants avoid cancer, a recent discovery based on dragonfly wings that could create 
natural anti-bacterial wipes and also how butterflies may hold the clue to invisibility. Though modern medicine 
have been around for about one hundred years, evolution has been at work for millions of years so there is 
much we can learn from nature. This talk is organised by Nature Society (Singapore) and A2A Safaris. To attend, 
please register at https://tinyurl.com/talk-nss. Time: 7.30pm – 8.30pm. Venue: Gallery Room, Level 6, Sky Park, 
Singapore Sustainability Academy, City Square Mall. Open to the public. 
 
 

MAY 
 
4 May, Saturday 
Straw-headed Bulbul Conservation Planning Workshop 
The Straw-headed Bulbul is one of Asia’s most charismatic songbirds. Its popularity as a highly-valued songbird 
in parts of Southeast Asia has driven rampant and unsustainable rates of poaching. Recognising this crisis, the 
International Union for Conservation for Nature (IUCN) up-listed the species to ‘Critically Endangered’ in 2018. 
The collapse of Straw-headed Bulbul populations across Southeast Asia also leaves Singapore with the most 
significant populations of this charismatic species globally. The Nature Society (Singapore) and BirdLife 
International recognizes that any effort to conserve this species globally will need to start from concerted efforts 
in Singapore, and in cooperation with concerned stakeholders. This Workshop aims to consult key stakeholders 
to chart a coordinated conservation strategy that identifies priority actions for its conservation in Singapore.  The 
program of the workshop will be centered include presentations from experts, moderated discussions and 
breakout sessions. A finalized programme will be available prior to the workshop. To participate, please register 
with Dr. Ho Hua Chew (huachewho@gmail.com) and Dr. Yong Ding Li (dingli.yong@birdlife.org) by March 31. 
Places will be available on a first-come-first-served basis. Time & venue: TBC. Open to the public. 
 
 
 
 



 5 

 
25 May ’19, Saturday 
NSS 65th Annual General Meeting 
NSS warmly invites all members to its 65th Annual General Meeting to be held at 10 am. Venue: TBC. Time: 
10am to 1pm. Members only. 
 
25 – 26 May ’19, Saturday & Sunday 
Volunteers Needed: Festival of Biodiversity 2019 
The Festival of Biodiversity is back for the 8th year to celebrate Singapore's natural heritage. Visitors can look 
forward to a range of interactive workshops and exhibitions by various nature groups. Volunteers are needed to 
help at the NSS booth. You will be scheduled according to the shift of your preference and be briefed prior to 
the event. To volunteer with us, please register yourself at https://tinyurl.com/nssfobvolunteers. We will get in 
touch with you closer to the date. For Enquiries, please contact Kerry at kerry@nss.org.sg. Venue: Toa Payoh 
HDB Hub. Open to the public. 

 
 

JUNE 
 
8 Jun ’19, Saturday 
Nature Walk at Bukit Brown Cemetery 
Parts of Bukit Brown was lost to the building of the Lornie highway. The project was announced in 2011 and 
expected to be completed in 2016. Due to delays, the first phase was finally opened in late 2018. The final phase 
is slated to be completed by Q1, 2019. The extended duration of its construction have adverse impact on what 
remained. Fortunately, significant portions of the cemetery still offer refuge to flora and fauna. Join Goh Si Guim 
on a walk to see how this green haven had weathered the onslaught on development. Meet at 0730 at the 
relocated main gate. Members only. 
 
 
 

Trips Led by Members 
 
The private trips here are the initiative of members who wish to travel to nature locations with other members 
or like-minded people. Arrangements will be made through a travel agency. 
 
1D Gunung Lambak Johor, Malaysia - Ramble “Doorway to Nature” 
 
Date/Day: 27 Apr ’19, Saturday 
Closing Date: 16 Apr ’19 
Estimated Cost: $100 
Minimum: 12 pax to go 
 
Gunung Lambak, standing at 510 metres, is a recreational mountain frequently visited by both locals and visitors 
to Malaysia. It is located within the main town of Kluang, with the Gunung Lambak Resort at its base. The 
programme involves a trek up Gunung Lambak and to provide Ramblers with a challenge during their visit. Led 
by Pandian and Sutari participants will embark on a 3 to 5-hour journey up to the mid-point or summit of the 
mountain (depending on time) and back to the foot of the mountain. Time: 7am to 11.30pm. Meeting Point: 
Meet at The Rail Mall at Car Park. Ramble terrain: Easy to Difficult. Participants are required to be medically fit 
and healthy. Not suitable for children below 14 years old. Please bring 1.5 litres of water, poncho, walking 
stick/trekking pole, and proper walking or trekking shoes. Programmes and activities are subject to change due 
to traffic, weather, timing and other factors. All timings are an estimate only. Itinerary details can be found in 
the trip write-up listed at the NSS website under Latest Events. The trip will be postponed if the min. no. is not 
met. For enquiries, please contact Pandian at speleology11@gmail.com. To attend, send your registration with 
subject "Registration: Ramble "Doorway to Nature" - 1D Gunung Lambak, Johor, Malaysia" to Kerry at 
kerry@nss.org.sg with your Full Name, Email Address, and Membership No. Members only. 
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4D/3N Lombok & Bali Shark Conservation and Adventure Trip 
  
Dates: 31 Aug to 3 Sep ’19 
Closing Date: 16 Aug ’19 
Cost: $450/$500 per member/non-member 
Minimum: 4 pax to go 
  
Join Kathy Xu on a marine conservation responsible holiday. Activities include snorkelling in pristine waters, 
beach hopping, mini cliff trekking, as well as nature trail and waterfall trekking. Your participation will aid in 
shark conservation by providing an alternative income to shark fishermen. Cost includes accommodation with 
WiFi and breakfast, land transfers, full-day beach hopping and snorkelling boat trip with a visit to Pink Beach's 
pink sand and dramatic cliffs, full-day waterfall trek, snacks, drinks, packed lunch and snorkelling gear. Cost 
excludes flights, insurance and dinners. Please ensure that flights are still available before signing up for the 
trip. For registration or enquiries, email Kathy at kathyxtt@gmail.com. Read Kathy's article 'Reality Bites – A 
View to Lessen the Kill' in Nature Watch Jan-Mar 2014 for more information. Open to the public 
 


